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Capstone Requirement 
 

English 365A: Capstone:  
Reading Across Genres   

[CRN 16468] 
 

Days: TR                  Professor: Mike Opitz 
Time: 1:05 pm-2:25 pm                 Office: Rich N27 
Location: HAB 107 

 
This course offers a culminating opportunity for English majors to synthesize 

their college work, especially much of what they have learned in their English 

courses.  The English Department has established this course to bring English 

majors into contact with each other over a semester to read, reflect, and write 

about a common reading list. Students in this course will gain a heightened 

awareness of the history, content and theoretical approaches to the discipline 

of English, will develop a substantial understanding of their major within a 

larger context of its discipline, and will come to know well their immediate 

community of majors. 

“Capstone” is organized around a reading list entitled “Books Every English 

Major Should Read.” Because this course is a requirement of the English   

Department, it will be taught by different faculty members and each faculty 

member will have a different reading list. My list will include novels, short 

stories, poetry, film, and works of Critical or Cultural Theory. Each category 

will be represented by selected works that “every English major should” know. 

The major texts for the course will be chosen from the categories listed above. 

Our texts will include: Ernest Hemingway, J. D. Salinger (short stories); W. B. 

Yeats, Anne Sexton, Adrienne Rich, Gary Snyder (poetry and poetic essay); 

Haruki Murakami (contemporary novel TBA), and Walter Benjamin 

(theoretical essay). One or two other texts, including film, will be chosen at a 

later date in consultation with the class.  I will provide a list of further reading 

suggestions. These suggestions will serve as souvenirs of the CSB/SJU      

English major and may be read at any time in the future!  
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English 386: Studies in Film (HM) (GE) 

[CRN 11985] 

 
 

Days: TR                 Professor: Luke Mancuso 
Time: 2:20 pm-3:40 pm                Office: Quad 355B  
Location: Quad 346 
Lab: T 4:00 pm-6:15pm 
 
It’s Film Heaven:  Analyzing Genre Films in an Interpretive Community. The 

English/Comm 386 course is an advanced course in the English/

Communication Department sequence of upper-division courses at CSB/SJU. 

It is also a liberal arts course. As an advanced course, it seeks to build on   

foundational skills you have encountered (such as effective critical thinking, 

reading, writing, and oral communication skills in Core and Humanities) so 

that you can pursue upper-division academic work (in this case, a specific   

exploration of one facet of film studies)  competently, efficiently, and  even in 

leadership roles. As a liberal arts course, English/Comm 386 deals with      

contemporary social values in culture (personal identity, film viewing         

habits,  gender positions, class positions, narrative representations), and how 

those social values shape, determine, regulate our individual responses to    

everyday life.  In other words, this liberal arts story is your story. 

 

There are several components of a liberal arts learning environment: 

              critical thinking 

              perceptive analysis 

 adapt better to change (seeing things from other perspectives) 

              development as a whole person (in a social context) 

  

You will leave this course with a wider set of questions about your identity as 

film viewers than the ones you came with, by recognizing your                     

interconnectedness to others.  We read 30 essays, and analyze 100 scenes   

together, selected by students, in the learning community across the semester.  
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Courses that Meet Common  

Curriculum Requirements 

Offered Spring 2018 
 

Humanities (HM): 
ENGL: 120D, 120G, 123A, 221C, 221F, 222D, 207, 286, 352, 381, 386 
 
Gender (GE): 
ENGL: 120D, 221C, 386 
 
Intercultural (IC): 
ENGL: 120D, 221C 
 
Experiential Learning (EL): 
ENGL: 214 
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English 381: Literature by Women (HM)(GE)(IC) 

[CRN 17172] 

 
 

Days: TR      Professor: Madhu Mitra 
Time: 11:30 am-12:50 pm        Office: RICHA P28  
Location: RICHA P39 
 

 
This course is designed to introduce students to the diversity of women’s  

writings from Africa, the Middle East, and the Indian subcontinent. Mainly 

through novels, but supplemented by poetry, essays, and memoirs, we will  

explore the ways in which women writers have voiced their concerns,  

challenged societal and familial roles, responded to war and other political and 

other political crises, and created a literary and feminist aesthetic. 

 
A major objective of the course is to examine some of the central issues in the 

field of gender/women’s studies: constructions of femininity and masculinity; 

meanings and practices of hegemonic patriarchy; the politics and economics of 

gender relations/identities.  

 
Some of the writers we will read are Nawal El-Saadawi (Egypt), Huda Barakat 

(Lebanon), Riverbend (Iraq), Marjane Satrapi (Iran), Sahar Khalifeh 

(Palestine), Orly Castel-Bloom (Israel) and Kamila Shamsie (Pakistan). 

 
The course carries HM, GE, and IC designations 
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Electives: Upper Division 
 
 

English 352: Shakespeare (HM)  

[CRN 17171] 
 

 
Days: TR    Professor: Matt Harkins 
Time: 9:35 am-10:55 am   Office: Quad 352C 
Location: Quad 446 
  
This course will focus on close reading, discussing, and writing about key  
representative plays from Shakespeare’s career.  We’ll consider how his work 
both contributed to, and moved past, the conventions of Elizabethan and    
Jacobean theatrical genres.  We will move in a roughly chronological order to 
consider the trajectory of the plays as well as historical and cultural shifts.  
Plays will likely include The Merchant of Venice, A  Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, Henry IV Part One, As You Like It, Hamlet, King Lear, Macbeth, and 
The Winter’s Tale.  
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Courses Required for the Major(s) 

Offered Spring 2018 
 

Gateway Courses 
See pages 12-13 

 

English 243:  Literary Theory and Criticism 
See page 13 

 

English 213: Creative Writing: Poetry and Fiction 
(Requirement for English Major with a Concentration in Creative Writing) 

See page 15 
 

English 311:  Writing Essays 
See pages 16-17 

 

English 313B:  Advanced Creative Writing: Fiction 
(Requirement for English Major with a Concentration in Creative Writing) 

See page 18 
 

English 365A:  Capstone: Reading Across Genres 
See page 23 



6 

English Major: 40 Credits 
 
Requirements: 
 
_____ 8 credits of ENGL 221-223 (must be differently numbered): 
           221: World Literatures 
           222: Literatures in English 
           223: Literature of the Americas 
 
_____ 4 credits of ENGL 243: Literary Theory and Criticism 
 
_____ 4 credits of ENGL 311: Writing Essays 
 
_____ 4 credits of Capstone: 

ENGL 365: Capstone   
HONR 398 Honors Senior Essay, Research or Creative Project 
EDUC 362 Student Teaching 

 
20 additional credits of English electives: 
 
ENGL _____ 
ENGL _____ 
ENGL _____ 
ENGL _____ 
ENGL _____ 
           
At least 16 credits of coursework counted toward the major must be 300-
level:           
ENGL _____; ENGL _____; ENGL 311; Capstone _____ 
Students may apply only one course from 120-124 toward the major. 
Students must have sophomore standing to enroll in 300-level courses. 
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Electives: Lower Division 
 

English 286: Intro to Film Studies (HM) 

[CRN 15004] 

 
Days: MWF    Professor: Luke Mancuso 
Time: 3:00 pm-3:55 pm   Office: Quad 355B  
Location: Quad 346 
Lab: M 4:00 pm-6:15 pm  
 
Welcome to Film Heaven: An Introduction to Active Spectatorship. In film 
heaven, we will go beyond the level of two thumbs up and will work toward a 
more theoretical and historical understanding of Hollywood film and film    
history. Students will gain an understanding of the history of film in the U.S. 
and abroad, and we will look at aesthetic and technical aspects of filmmaking. 
Students will also become familiar with film terminology. 2G2BT.  
 
We will watch many cinema masterworks in the course of the semester, and 
there will be a lab scheduled for this purpose. We will also read film theory, 
reviews, and other texts to broaden our understanding of the medium and its 
genres. Attendance at film lab is mandatory.  
 
Students will do presentations, writing, and will be expected to participate  
actively in our discussions. They will also be expected to keep up with  
readings and screenings. There may be a nominal cost for photocopied  
materials.  
 

Attention: This course requires vigorous and active participation.  
 

This course is cross-listed with COMM 286. 
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English 313A: Advanced Creative Writing: Poetry 

[CRN 16223] 

 
Days: TR    Professor: Jessica Harkins 
Time: 11:10 am-12:30 am   Office: Quad 350 B 
Location: Quad 365 

 
Are you secretly a poet?  Do you love to write?  This course offers a careful 
study of the art of poetry and the life of writing.  Together, we read a wide 
variety of styles and forms of poetry as we write original poetry throughout the  
semester.  Students may expect reading and writing exercises to supplement 
their study and stretch their writing.  Regular writing workshops will  
provide sustained feedback on students’ writing, reading and editing skills.  As 
part of the course, each student will read the major works of an individual poet 
in a guided study of that author’s achievements, and each student will produce 
a revised portfolio of creative work, meet with visiting writers, and participate 
in a poetry reading.  The course primarily aims to develop creative writing 
skills and to help students grow as writers; additionally though, the course  
enhances each student’s ability to read and discuss poetry, provides practice 
revising and editing written work, and expands his or her knowledge of      
English poetry. 

 

 
 

English 315C: Environmental Writing 

[CRN 17169] 

 
Days: TR    Professor: Matt Callahan 
Time: 2:20 am-3:40 pm    Office: Quad 355D 
Location: Quad 353 
 

This course offers students the opportunity to study and practice the art of  
creative writing – both fiction and nonfiction genres – within the context of the 
natural world. Students will read and critique a variety of already published 
work by some of the contemporary masters of the form. Students will also 
have frequent opportunities to read and discuss drafts from other members of 
the class, using an adapted writing workshop format, as well as regular, one-to-
one meetings with the instructor. Ultimately, and most importantly, students 
will create their own versions of how written language can be used to express 
and interpret the relationship between humans and nature. A pair of in-class, 
semi-formal readings will complete the experience.  
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English Major with Creative Writing Concentration: 
44 Credits 
 
Requirements: 
 
_____ 4 credits of ENGL 213: Creative Writing—Fiction and Poetry 
_____ 8 credits of ENGL 221-223 (must be differently numbered): 
           221: World Literatures 
           222: Literatures in English 
           223: Literature of the Americas 
 
_____ 4 credits of ENGL 243: Literary Theory and Criticism 
 
_____ 4 credits of ENGL 311: Writing Essays 
 
_____ 4 credits of ENGL 313: Advanced Creative Writing 
 
_____ 4 credits of Capstone 

ENGL 368: Creative Writing Capstone   
HONR 398 Honors Senior Creative Project 
 

 
16 additional credits of English electives*: 
 
ENGL _____ 
ENGL _____ 
ENGL _____ 
ENGL _____      
 
*Students may apply 4 credits from COMM 245: Media Writing; COMM 345: 
Advanced Media Writing; or THEA 211: Playwriting 
 
At least 16 credits of coursework counted toward the major must be 300-
level:           
ENGL _____; ENGL 313; ENGL 311; Capstone _____ 
 
Students may apply only one course from 120-124 toward the major. 
Students must have sophomore standing to enroll in 300-level courses. 
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English Major: Concentration in English – Communication 
Arts/Literature for 5-12 Education Licensure (44 credits) 
 
Students who entered in Fall 2013 or later 
 
Required Courses: 
 
_____ 8 credits of ENGL 221-223 (must be differently numbered): 
           221: World Literatures 
           222: Literatures in English 
           223: Literature of the Americas 
 
_____ 4 credits of ENGL 243: Literary Theory and Criticism 
 
_____ 4 credits of ENGL 311: Writing Essays 
 
_____ 4 credits ENGL 382: Race and Ethnicity in U.S. Literature or ENGL 

383: Post-Colonial Literature 
 
_____ 4 credits of ENGL 387: English Language (Linguistics) 
 
_____ 8 credits of required courses from the Communication Department+  

2 credits of COMM 200: Public Speaking 
2 credits of COMM 252: Listening 
4 credits of COMM 103: Mass Communication 

 
_____ 4 credits of EDUC 362 (Capstone) 
 
_____ 8 additional credits of English electives* 

ENGL _____ 
ENGL _____ 

 
*The English Department strongly recommends ENGL 352: Shakespeare as 4 
of these credits. 
+ These courses count toward the English major only for students who       
complete the Education minor. 
 
See also the Education Department's listing of courses required for a 5-12   
licensure. 
 
Students may apply only one course from 120 to 124 toward the major. 
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English 311-02A: Writing Essays 

[CRN 12047] 

 

Days: MWF    Professor: Rachel Marston 
Time: 1:50 pm-2:45 pm   Office: Quad 357A 
Location: Quad 347 
 

“If I speak of myself in different ways, that is because I look at myself in 

different ways.” 

 - Michel de Montaigne, The Complete Essays  

The essay is a capacious form, one that allows for experimentation and play, 
a form that helps us to “look at [ourselves] in different ways.” The essay 
form allows an author to find her voice and to explore the world and his  
experience of the world. The essay can be factual, academic, poetic or lyric, 
journalistic, fragmented, researched, autobiographical, and more.    

In this class, we will experiment with the essay form, learning and refining 
our writing styles. We will think about how we write, as much or more so as 
the content of our writing. 

Our discussion of published works will allow us to better understand our 
own writing and writing goals.  We will write essays in a variety of forms 
and examine what it means to write well, while always paying careful     
attention to language, form, and ways of making  meaning.   

The class includes frequent in-class writing, peer workshop, and the        
important and challenging process of revising.    
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English 214: Writing the Experience (EL) 

[CRN 16039] 

  
Days: TR    Professor: Christopher Bolin 
Time: 8:00 am-9:20 am   Office: Quad 359D 
Location: Quad 349 
  
In this course, students explore their own poetry and fiction while getting to 
teach creative writing to local fifth-graders. This course helps students better 
their writing of poetry and fiction and helps them develop the skills to teach. 
Ultimately, this course helps students see how "service" and "art" complement 
one another and connects them with a community of engaged peers.  

 

This course has a $35 supplemental fee for background checks and  
transportation costs.  

 

 

Writing Courses:  Upper Division 

English 311-01A: Writing Essays 

[CRN 12046] 

 
Days: MWF    Professor: Cindy Malone 
Time: 11:30 am-12:25 am   Office: Quad 357B 
Location: Quad 341 
 

The word “essay” comes from the French verb that means “to try.” In this 
course, we’ll experiment with prose writing, trying a range of strategies for 
developing ideas in essay form. We’ll strive to write powerfully and           
economically, in prose that speaks with a human voice, and we’ll aim to write 
essays that reward both reader and writer with discovery. 

To reach these goals, students will write frequent essays, will participate in 
small-group conferences on an early draft of each paper, and will have        
opportunities to re-see and re-write. The essays in our anthology provide   
models of fine writing from several different fields; we’ll use those essays to 
stimulate thought, discussion, and writing. At the end of the semester, students 
will assemble a portfolio of their writing. 
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English Minor (20 credits) 

_____ 20 credits of English courses, including at least 12 at the upper-

division level* 

 ENGL ____ 
 ENGL ____ 
 ENGL 3___ 
 ENGL 3___ 

ENGL 3___ 
 

*The English Department strongly recommends that students take English 311. 

Students may apply only one course from 120-124 toward the minor. 
 

 

 

Writing Minor (20 credits) 

_____ 12 credits of writing courses within the English major*+ 

 ENGL ____ 

 ENGL ____ 

 ENGL ____ 

 

*Students may substitute COMM 245: Introduction to Media Writing and 
COMM 345: Advanced Media Writing 
+ The English department strongly recommends that students take English 
311. 
 
_____ 8 additional elective English credits 

ENGL ____ 

 ENGL ____ 
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100-Level Courses 
 

English 120D: Tragedy, Passion and Sacrifice (HM)
(IC)(GE) 

[CRN 17167] 

Days: TR    Professor: Christina Tourino 
Time: 11:10 am-12:30 pm   Office: Quad 354B 
Location: Quad 343 
 
Bloody murder, illicit sex, martyrdom, guts and gore: this course is a pleasure 

tour through some of the noisiest transgressions in the Western Literary Canon.  

After a brief grounding in the patricide and fratricide of Greek theatre, the  

Bible, and Shakespeare, we’ll see what shape these themes take in modern U.S. 

fiction. Expect Wise Guys and Men in Pink Suits. We’ll also consider,  

occasionally, what happens when women take these matters in hand. Not for 

weak stomachs.   

Readings include The Medea, King Lear, The Coquette, The Great Gatsby, 

Passing, Absalom, Absalom!, The Book of  Daniel, The Godfather, and No 

Country for Old Men.  

This course is cross-listed with HONR 250N 
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English 213: Creative Writing:             
Poetry and Fiction  

[CRN 13897]  

 
 

Days: MWF    Professor: Rachel Marston 
Time: 9:10 am-10:05 am                 Office: Quad 357A 
Location: Quad 341 
 

“Writing has so much to give, so much to teach, so many surprises. That thing 

you had to force yourself to do – the actual act of writing – turns out to be the 

best part. It’s like discovering that while you thought you needed the tea  

ceremony for the caffeine, what you really needed was the tea ceremony. The 

act of writing turns out to be its own reward.” 

-- Anne Lamott, Bird by Bird 

“...in order to write, one must not be lazy, and that is precisely one of the  

difficulties of writing…because it must span zones of very hard work, with the 

risks that that entails; the longings and threats of idleness…” 

-- Roland Barthes, “Dare to be Lazy” 

In Creative Writing: Fiction and Poetry, we will delve deeply into the act of 

writing. We will explore poetry and fiction through the reading of published 

work and the writing (and revising) of poems and stories. We will discuss  

language, voice, and form. We will investigate how poems and stories work. 

And, most importantly, we will write. A LOT. The class will include daily  

writing exercises, discussion of craft and construction, and writing homework, 

as well as larger creative projects in poetry and fiction.  

The class will enable you to participate in a community of writers, situate  

yourself in a tradition of other writings, and practice the important and exciting 

art of revision.  

Together we will create a space where imagination, play, and exploration 

through language take precedence in our daily lives and keep us present in the 

world. 
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Writing Courses:  Lower Division 

 
English 207: Creative Writing:  

Clinical Encounters II (EL) (HM) 

[CRN 16221] 

 
FOR PRE-HEALTH SCIENCE MAJORS 

 
Days: TR     Professor: Christopher Bolin 
Time: 9:35 am-10:55 am    Office: Quad 359D 
Location: Quad 341 
 

English 207 is a year-long creative writing course for pre-health science  

majors, which offers a sustained clinical experience. Students learn to guide 

patients through creative-writing exercises at local clinics, while developing 

their own writing. This course helps future clinicians learn to  

communicate with precise imagery and metaphors, while revealing  

connections between the practice of medicine and the arts of poetry and  

fiction. Additionally, this course helps students see “patients” as people who 

are not defined by their diseases, while increasing students’ capacity for  

working with ambiguity (moral, creative, and narrative).  

 
Prerequisite: ENGL 206 
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English 120G: Expedition Through  

Literature: The Hero’s Journey (HM) 

Days: MWF     Professor: John Kendall 
Time: 10:20-11:15 am    Office: Quad 354A 
Location: Quad 361 
 

Heroes are easy to find in REALLY good books, right? However, have you 

ever wondered what makes those heroes “heroic”? What makes heroic  

characters relatable and unreachable at the same time? Can villains be heroic? 

Can heroes be bad? Throughout your semester-long literary expedition, we’ll 

look at MANY types of heroic characters—some characters you might like and 

some you won’t; some you can relate to and some you can’t.  

We’ll begin our expedition by creating a literary guide and a literary roadmap 

in order to figure out how to effectively identify heroic characters. As we  

navigate through a myriad of literary worlds, the following is a list of “heroes” 

we’ll likely bump into (not in any particular order): Gilgamesh, Lisbeth  

Salander, Guinevere, Esther, Aragorn, Odysseus, Aeneas, Laura Ingalls,  

Beowulf, Harry Potter, Natty Bumpoo/Hawkeye, Wife of Bath, Dracula,  

Sherlock Holmes, Lucy Pevensie, Achilles, Katniss Everdeen. Who knows, 

you might even encounter an Ironman or a Black Widow or a Rick Grimes or 

an Aladdin or a Xena along the way. Join us as we travel vast literary worlds in 

search of the sometimes elusive but always interesting literary hero.  

English 123A: Poetry & Popular Music (HM) 

[CRN 17166] 

Days: TR       Professor: Michael Opitz 
Time: 2:40 pm-4:00 pm        Office: RICHA N27 

Location: HAB 102B 

 
Poetry is an oral art. Traditionally, poetry has been spoken or chanted aloud 

and integrated with music, dance and ritual. Today, popular culture offers some 

interesting avenues for exploring the rhythmic, musical and ritualistic use of 

language in ways that could be considered poetic. The voice that emerged from 

ritual poetry is a voice of vision and prophecy. Beginning with The Beatles’ 

Sergeant Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band (often cited as the first album 

where the songs are integrated as a work of art), popular music began to do the 

work of ritual poetry. The visions of popular musicians, like those of poets, 

became important aspects in a culture's understanding of itself. This course 

will investigate popular culture manifestations of the visionary tradition in  

poetry.  
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Gateway Courses 

English 221C: World Literature:  
Voltaire to Nabokov (HM) (IC) (GE) 

[CRN 16887] 

 
Days: TR    Professor: Christina Tourino 
Time: 9:35 am-10:55 am   Office: QUAD 354B 
Location: Quad 349 
 
In this course we will read some Masterworks of Western literature and drama 

in translation. Our reading list includes some very famous texts, and other 

equally fascinating reads that may be less familiar to you. Our texts come from 

Europe, Mexico, Colombia, and Brazil and may include: Voltaire’s Candide, 

Flaubert’s Madame Bovary, Chekov’s Uncle Vanya, Kafka’s The Trial, James’ 

The Ambassadors, Freud’s Civilization and its Discontents, Camus’ The 

Plague, De Beauvoir’s The Second Sex, Rulfo’s Pédro Páramo, García      

Márquez’ Chronicle of a Death Foretold, Lispector’s Hour of the Star, and 

Calvino’s If on a Winter’s Night a Traveler.   

 

English 221F: Medieval Literature (HM) 

[CRN 17168] 

 
Days: MWF     Professor: Jessica Harkins 
Time: 12:40 pm-1:35 pm   Office: Quad 350B 
Location: Quad 361 

 

This course explores the earliest stories written in English.  Funny, brutal, and 

mesmerizing, these tales from the medieval period--spanning 1,000 years--

seem strange and yet oddly familiar.  We'll divide the course into three       

sections: early, middle, and late medieval, reading foundational texts from each 

era, such as the extraordinary Beowulf, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, The 

Canterbury Tales, and The Dream Vision of Piers Plowman.  While we      

approach each text historically, we remain mindful of how medieval works 

exist in dialogue with literature from across the world and with later literature 

into our present day.  Students further enhance their study of manuscript     

culture and early literary production through hands-on visits to our HMML 

library and Book Arts Studio.   
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English 222D: Shocking Discoveries (HM) 

[CRN 17173] 

 
Days: MWF     Professor: Cindy Malone 
Time: 1:50 pm-2:45 pm   Office: Quad 357B 
Location: Quad 353 

 
Excavations of dinosaurs, experiments with electrical currents, and theories of 

human origins charged the scientific, literary, and popular imagination in 19th-

century Britain.  In this course, we’ll explore the dynamic relationship between 

scientific and literary writing in 19th-century Britain. We’ll read fiction and 

poetry by writers who see human lives and relationships through the lens of 

scientific discoveries. Texts may include George Eliot’s The Lifted Veil, Mary 

Shelley’s Frankenstein, A lfred, Lord Tennyson’s In Memoriam A.H.H., and the 

poetry of Gerard Manley Hopkins.  

 
 
 
 

English 243: Literary Theory & Criticism 

[CRN 12044] 

 
Days: TR    Professor: Yvette Piggush 
Time: 12:45 pm-2:05 pm    Office: Quad 352B  
Location: Quad 339 
 

How is the study of literature different from just reading a book? This course 

introduces you to the methods of interpretation and the debates over             

representation that have shaped Western literary culture. We will begin by 

reading Plato and Aristotle and ask whether there is such a thing as a “bad” 

book. We will then examine how these debates over representation have     

influenced  modern literary analysis by exploring different interpretations of 

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. Students in this discussion-based course can 

expect to read and write critical arguments about texts and to explore how 

these interpretive strategies apply to the wider world of signs and symbols 

around us.  


